
To our lawmakers, 
 
As an independent restaurant owner opening up just months before the pandemic, I never anticipated 
having to establish ourselves while being shut down and then half shut down in our first year. Thanks to 
some helpful programs, our family, friends and wonderful patrons, we managed to survive. Now we face 
record inflation and the burden of rising food and energy costs. We also have to complete with larger 
restaurant groups and corporations that can support a looming $15 minimum wage. We support Bill 22. 
We need patrons to come through our doors in order to tackle these challenges in this upside down 
economy. We would like our patrons to “feel some money” in their pockets after dining out so they 
come more often. We are a young family trying to do the seemingly impossible...operate a small 
business in Connecticut. If it wasn’t for our ever-supporting family being here, we would of looked to 
other states with healthier small business environments to start our lives. Please support small 
businesses by encouraging patrons through Bill 22. 
 
Despina Theodoropoulos  
Owner 
Five Corners Bistro & Craft Bar 
 


